CO-OPERATIVE   METHODS   IN   TROPICAL
COUNTRIES
By C. F. STRICKLAND, I.C.S.
ECONOMISTS will recognise that the form of the co-
operative organisation in white countries and the methods
there employed for its guidance and expansion are deter-
mined by the social and economic condition of the
respective white peoples. A highly industrialised nation
such as England develops principally the consumers'
branch; where industry and agriculture are of equal
importance, as in Germany, the urban and rural move-
ments flourish side by side, while among a peasant popu-
lation such as that of the Balkan States, rural societies
overshadow those of the towns and almost entirely
occupy the co-operative field. State action and individual
enthusiasm doubtless make their contributions. Fascism
in Italy, cheap finance from the State Bank in France, the
pressure of private traders on the British Parliament, are
responsible for certain tendencies and certain inhibitions;
and similarly the appearance of a Grundtvig, a Lubin or
a Frederick Nicholson may director deflect die course of
national and international co-operation. But for the most
part the scope and structure of the movement depend on
the social and economic requirements of each nation
concerned.
The same principle may be applied in forecasting the
forms of co-operative activity and in devising the mechan-
ism of propaganda, education and supervision suitable to
tropical countries, under which generd term I include
for my present purpose the semi-tropical or even tem-
perate regions inhabited by backward or coloured races.
Literacy in the majority of these lands is enjoyed by
a comparatively small percentage of adults, and while
many may possess a precious heritage of national culture,
Western knowledge is the privilege of few. The fabric of
society, too, is simple and primitive* The masses are
rural, not urban; communications are indifferent, and
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